YS. HESAVAGE 


INTER 


MASTER OF 
HEY, WHAT ARE 4 WISECRACKS/ WORKING ON FLAME 4 
vodlabrepane || atere rus \laleiscce V THE MONARCH 


MINDING THE AINT YOU EVER: FANTASTIC FOUR, 
STORE? SERIOUS, SQUIRT? / | ADVENTURE/ SUE 


LETTERING. 
ART SIMEK 


ALES #/ 


GINALLY PRESENTED IN STRANGE 


GEE, YOU MIGHT'VE FAW, DON'T WORRY, I'M NOT GONNA 
AT-LEAST CHECKED QUIT THE COMBO! IT'S JUST THAT... 
WITH MB/ you NEVER AW,! WHAT'S THE USE2 you GUYS 
LET ME IN. ON ANYTHING JUST DON'T DIG ME/ 
IMPORTANT! 
WE'LL TALK 
ABOUT IT SOME: 
OTHER TIME, 
BY INY! 


LETS NOT GO 


fl INTO THAT AGAIN! 


CAUSED US 
LAST MONTH /* 


SEE “THE THREAT OF THE TORRID TWOSOME" IN THE Ta oe EN 
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I FEEL_LIKE DOIN’ 
So UING, 
SPECTACULAR! 
ME ANY OIFFERENTLY SOLVE A BIG CASE 
UNLESS I GIVE THEM BY MYSELF...OR 
‘A REASON TO/ CATCH A COLORFUL 
VILLAIN, SINGLE- 
HANDED,’ 


AND BOY, WHAT A GREAT 
BATTLE THAT WOULD BE/ 
FIRE AGAINST WATER! Two 
OF THE WORLD'S BASIC 
ELEMENTS / < 


PE SOHNNY'S GOING OUT AGAIN! 

PROBABLY TO SPEND MORE TIME 

AT THE GARAGE, CUSTOMIZING 
HIS AUTO/ 


TODAY'S FRIDAY! I'VE 

NO MORE SCHOOL 

TILL MONDAY! PLENTY 

OF TIME TO FIND OLD 

FISH FACE AND SHELLAC 
HIM 


WE NEVER LLY 
“HANDED HIV A, 
DECISIVE DEFEAT! 


HIM MYSELF, IT 
WOULD BE A REAL 
VICTORY, 


JOARING OUT OVER THE ATLANTIC, THE 
HEADS FOR THE GENERAL AREA THAT 
THE SUB-MARINER IS KNOWN TO INHABIT,’ 
BUT, BEFORE HE CAN REACH IT... 


T'LL HAVE TO 
LAND ON THAT 
SHIP BELOW! 


EH2/ PLEASED 


I JUST LANDED HERE TO ey 
WAIT TILL I CAN FLAME 
ON AGAIN! 


THAT IT IS/ 

BUT WE'LL BE 

FINE SO LONG 
AS... 


V7 tHe mist 


IND SO, JOHNNY 1S PUT 
1S AS THICK 
PEA 


WORK, SWABBING THE 
CK! 


MAN, IF THIS DON' 
BEATALL/” WELL, IT'S 
JUST TILL I REGAIN 
My POWER TO BURN! 
THEN I'LL FLAME OUTTA 
HERE BEFORE THEY KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED’ 


ote! WE HAVE 


FAILURE! THE 
SPOTLIGHT AN‘ 
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‘4 SAILIN' THRU FOGGY AYE, WE'LL 
WATERS WITHOUT LIGHTS} NEED ALL OUR 
OR A HORN--IT'S LUCK NOW/ 
DANGEROUS, CAP'N. 


DON'T WORRY, 
—~ SY I.CAN FLAME 
Z : ON AGAIN Now! 
‘ TILL GIVE you 
LIGHT! 


LOOK, 
KID/ THIS 
AINT NO 
TIME FOR 

JOKES/ 


I'LL KEEP THEM 
ALL AROUND THE 
SHIP TILL WE'RE 
OUT OF THE FOG! / 


CREATING 
FIREBALLS/ 


WE'RE 

ALL LIT 
UP LIKE A 
CHRISTMAS 


THERE'S 
NO DANGER 
OF A COLLISION 
now! 


AAND By MORNING, THE VESSEL IS 
AGAIN SAILING IN CLEAR WATERS... 


YOU FELLAS OON'T Yj [ HERE, LOOKIN’ 
NEED ME ANY MORE! é FORA SCRAP 


I'LL KEEP THE MESSAGE Law 
ENOUGH To HEAT THE WATERS 
\ THAT OUGHT TO ATTRACT NAMOR'S 


FLYING FISH! CAREFUL GUYS, DON'T 
SKITTER TOO CLOSE TO THE FLAME! 
YOU'LL BURN YOUR FINS! 


ATTENTION! 


RISING FROM HIS DOMAIN, THE SUB-MARINER | 


THERE'S NO WAY FOR A FISHY 
SOON SEES THE FLAMING GAUNTLET LAID 


TO HAVE GOTTEN BURNED 


But one DOWN HERE/ I'D BETTER WN BY THE TORC! 
OF THE SEE WHATS HAPPENING 
FLYING FISH ON THE SURFACE! 
DOES GET 


SLIGHTLY 


3] 
GO ON HOME, SONNY, BEFORE. 
YOU GET HURT! THIS IS 
PRINCE NAMOR yYou'RE FOoL- 
ING WITH,..NOT SOME WEAK, 
MORTAL HUMAN /// 


7 
AND THIS | 
THE HUMAN Terc! 
(OT SOME CRUMMY 


FISH THAT CAN 
BOSS AROUNDS 


OKAY, HOT SHOT 
IGAVE xOU YOUR 
CHANCE / NOW, 
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Vyou FORGOT, SONNY, 
I 00 4 Paik BIT 


MISTER, 
I DON'T 


HAT I CAN AVOID 
LISION AT THE 
LAST SPLIT SECOND! 


BuT NAMOR HAS OTHER RESOURCES, 
FOR HE POSSESSES THE POWERS OF ALL 
THE CREATURES LIVING BENEATH THE SEA/ 


MUST ACT FAST! 
TILL ENLARGE 
MYSELFAS A || 
PUFFER* DOES! 


EDITOR'S NOTE: PUFFERS, ALSO KYOWN AS 

SWELLFISHES, CAN INFLATE THEIR BODIES WITH 

AIR OR WATER TILL THEY SWELL TO THREE 
TMAES THEIR NORMAL SIZE/ 


WITH NAMOR IN PURSUIT, THE TORCH 
STREAKS TOWARD A NEARBY ICEBERG... 


(HERE'S WHERE I MAKE THE HOURS 
I'VE SPENT ON MY PRACTICE COURSE 
PAY OFF,/ 


r've 
LEARNED 


TO MANEUVER 
= 


WHILE OLD FISH-FACE CAN'T TURN 
IN TIME! HE'S. GONNA BE WEARIN! 
AN ICE OVERCOAT FOR A LONG TIME./ 


IND THE INFLATED FORM OF THE SUB-MARINER 


EMBEDDING ITSELF DEEPLY... 


WILL SOON LEARN 
THAT HE'S NOT THE 
ONLY ONE WITH 
XC TRICKS UP HIS SLEEVE! 


7 _AND THIS 
TORN. BIT OF 
ASBESTOS 
WILL COME 
IN_HANDYy, 
Too! 


q 
/ rm stuck Fast | [ano ice DEFLATE Back 
INTHE ICE! BUT NOW, | | DOWN TO MY NORMAL SIZE 

AGAIN! THEN, ILL BE 
SMALL ENOUGH To Ger 
OUT OF THIS THING! HIM BEYOND ANY DOUBT! 
me 


F NUTS! HE GOT FREE! 
WELL, I'M NOT FINISHED 
WITH HIM YET/ I WON'T 
QUIT TILL I'VE BEATEN 


THIS STATUE WAS 
USED BY MY PEOPLE 
AGES AGO, AGAINST 
THEIR ENEMIES 
FROM THE SURFACE 
NDS! 


— NOW, TORCH, YOU'RE 
ABOUT TO LEARN WHAT 
HAPPENS TO HUMANS WHO 
START SOMETHING. WHICH 
THEY'RE NOT POWERFUL 
ENOUGH TO FINISH! 
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AAS SOON AS NAMOR REACHES THE SURFACE AND 
EXPOSES THE ANCIENT STATUE TO 


jE AIR AND SUN~ 
LIGHT, IT EMITS STRANGE QUIVERING RAYS... 


JUST WATCH 
‘AND SEE 
MATCH=HEAD/ 


AND, AS THE SHIMMERING WAVES OF LIGHT SWEEP, 
OVER THE HUMAN TORCH, THEY AFFECT HIM 
HYPNOTICALLY,,, SAPPING H/S_ WILL... MAKING 
HIM SUSCEPTIBLE TO ANY SUGGESTION... 
YOU AND I ARE FRIENDS, 
AREN'T WE, TORCH2 YOU 
DON'T HATE ME/ YOU 
LIKE ME, DON'T YouZ 


I 
WE'RE GOOD FRIENDS... . Y NO, FRIEND! 
SO IF.I COME TOWARDS you, 
YOU WON'T FLY AWAY, WILL 
you2 


I WON'T 
FLY AWAY... 


eS 


IS FIST WRAPPED IN ASBESTOS TO PROTECT IT 
FROM THE FLAME, THE MIGHTY SUB-MARINER 
HITS THE HELPLESS TORCH WITH THE FORCE OF A 

PILE DRIVERS 


FIREBRAND 
FALLS INTO 


THE SEA,., 
UNCONSCIOUS! 


COMMANI SE. 
COME HERE, OLD 

y {23 PAL/ I'VE A JOB 

a For you/ 


I'LL JUST TIE HOT SHOT 
ONTO YOUR BACK WHILE 
HES STILL OUT/ THEN YOU 
CAN TAKE HIM BACK TO 

HIS OWN PEOPLE/ 


THERE! He'LL BE HE'LL THINK. 
SAFE ENOUGH UNTIL EVER CHAI THi 


YOU REACH LAND! SUB-M. AGAIN / 


HEAD IN THAT 
DIRECTION! 


JME WHICH ARE TOUCHING THE 
SEAWEED, T DON'T WANNA BURN THIS 
PORPOISE! HE'S NOT TO BLAME FOR THIS/| 


Bur, NAMOR UNDERESTIMATES 
TENACITY Oe SOUTH? FOR 

INUTES LATER, WHEN JOH 
"REGAINS CONSC! 


SS Te aie SY 
DOES. HE? JUST WAIT 
TILL T GET LOOSE! 


GONNA BE MINES 


EN, 


COULD, 
PRINCE 
GIVES 


ENRAGED INTO A FLAMING FURY, THE 
HUMAN TORCH BLAZES BACK FOR ANOTHER 
ENCOUNTER WITH HIS FOE... 


7 
OKAY, FISH-FACE, THAT WAS YOUR 
ROUND,’ BUT THE NEXT ONE IS 


YOU SHOULD HAVE 
QUIT WHILE YOU 


A SECOND CHANCE, 


TORCH, BECAUSE, 


NAMOR NEVER] 
HIS ENEMIES 


THE SUB-MARINER, USING ANOTHER OF HIS 
FISH-LIKE POWERS,SURROUNDS HIMSELF WITH 
ELECTRICITY IN THE MANNER OF AN ELECTRIC FEL, 
AS HE LEAPS TO MEET THE ONCOMING TORCH! 


RESULT- 
STUNNED! 


TWO IRRESISTIBLE FORCES, COLLIDING HEAD-ON 
WITH A SHATTERING IMPACT,CAN HAVE ONLY ONE 
=BOTH COMBATANTS FALL INTO THE SEA|] 


[AND Now, BECAUSE T. \o 
WASN'T SUBMERGED LONG 
ENOUGH TO SATURATE MY 
BODY TOO MUCH, AND _L. 
BECAUSE I KEEP my 
BODY HEAT HIGH BY 


ae 


Abin DY 


BuT, THE SAME _ELEMENT THAT DOUSES 
TORCH'S FLAME, GIVES RENEWED VIGOR 

TO THE MIGHTY SUB-MARINER,! ALTHOUGH, 
WHEN PRINCE NAMOR ATTEMPTS TO SEIZE 


TOO BAD YOU DIDN'T 
KNOW THAT EVEN WHEN 
I_CAN'T FLAME I CAN 


AW ere's oncy ONE 
WAY FOR ME TO WIN 
THIS FIGHT! THAT'S TO 
INCREASE THE INTENSITY 
OF MY FLAME UNTIL IT 
MATCHES THE HEAT OF 
AN EXPLODING SUN 
--A SUPER NOVA/! 


IT'S MIGHTY 
RISKY...BUT I'VE 
TO TRY IT/ 


BEFORE THE SUB-MARINER'S 
STARTLED EYES, THE HUMAN 
TORCH BECOMES AN AWESOME 
INFERNO OF HOT FLAME! AND 


7, 


THIS IS IT/ 
NOTHING You 
CAN DO CAN 
AAATCH THE 
POWER OF MY 
SUPER-NOVA 
HEAT! 


KAY NAMORN 


(AND, AS THE SEA MONARCH Dives, 
HIS ENEMY FOLLOWS HIM, WITH 
A FLAME SO HOT THAT IT 
EVAPORATES THE WATERS AROUND 
IT, FORMING AN AiR POCKET 
FOR THE TORCH TO BREATHE IN...| 


IT TAKES EVERYTHING I'VE GOT 
TO ACHIEVE THIS HEAT//I CAN 
ONLY KEEP IT UP FOR A COUPLE 
OF MINUTES, THEN MY FLAME 
y WILL_GO OUT! SO, 
IF I DON'T 
CONQUER NAMOR 


HE'S BURNING INTO 

THE FLOOR OF THE 

SEA/ WHAT'S HE UP 
TO NOW; 


FURTHER AND FURTHER INTO 

THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH 

GO THE SUB-MARINER AND 
“HIS BLAZING PURSUER... 


Far LAST I'VE 
GOT HIM WHERE! =F 
T WANT HIM~- 


AND WHERE I'M $7 
GONNA LEAVE 
HIM / 


NO MATTER HOW 
FAR I DESCEND, 
T CAN'T LOSE HIM! 


THE OCEAN FLOOR 


ONCE AGAIN CLOSES 
UPON ITSELF TRAPPING 
THE SUB-MARINER IN 
ITS STYGIAN DEPTHS! 


= C Seo 
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LUCK IS WITH JOHNNY, FOR, BY THE 
HIS FLAME. HAS SPENT /TSEL! 


SWHEWS= JUST IN 


I GUESS THAT'LL PROVE. ONCE 
“TIME: J COULDN'T 


AND FOR ALL WHO'S TH! 
WWE 


STRONGEST/ AND NOW, 

GOT TO REACH THE SURFACE } 
EICELCAN, HAVE HELD OuT 
ANY LONGER... 


IXHAUSTED FROM HIS ORDEAL) LIKELY AS NOT, IT'S SOME 
PRIVATE FANTASTIC FOUR 


BUSINESS! BEST FOR US 


IF FIRE, THE TORCH CAN ONLY 
NOT TO PRY, MATES! 


AN MUTTER INCOHERENTLY AS 
LOOKS LIKE aa HE'S HELPED ABOARD,., 
OUR CHANCE TO 
DO HIM A GOOD 
TURN NOW/! HOP 

TO IT, LADS/ 


ROTATING WITH FANTASTIC SPEED THE MIGHTY 
STARTS BURROWING THRU ROCK 


SUB-MARINER 
AND SANO... 


IT WiLL TAKE. ALL MY STRENGTH, 
BUT IT’S MY ONLY CHANCE TO GET 
OUT OF HERE! MY ARMS WILL BE 
THE "DRILL... AND MY WINGED 
FEET WILL PROVIDE THE MOTIONS 
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HIS STEEL-LIKE MUSCLES 
TWISTING AND TURNING, HIS) 
POWERFUL HANDS BORING 
THRU EVERYTHING IN THEIR 
PATH, THE MONARCH OF THE 
SEAS TUNNELS. UPWARD... 


b 
1'M FREE! Bur 
I'VE EXPENDED 
ALL MY ENERGY! 


w.UNTIL AT LAST HE REACHES 
THE LIFE-SUSTAINING OCEAN 


J 
YET, I MUST 
RISE TO THE 
SURFACE 
AND FINISH 
THE BATTLE! 
FoR I'LL 
NEVER LET 


BUT IRONICALLY, WHEN NAMOR 
REACHES THE SURFACE, AND 
DOESN'T SEE HIS FOE INSIGHT, 
HIS USUALLY RAZOR=SHARP 
INSTINCTS COME TO THE WRONG 
CONCLUSION... 


HE'S GONE,! HE MUST HAVE 
FLOWN BACK TO THE 


CONTINENTS P 
WELL, IN A_WAY, 
I'M RELIEVED! 


T REALIZE NOW THAT THEY 

TORCH HAS MORE POWER 

THAN I GAVE HIM CREDIT. 
FOR / 


AND, HE'S STILL 
JUST A TEEN- 
AGER/ WHAT A 
MIGHTY FOE 
HE WILL BE 

WHEN HE 
REACHES FULL. 


Vpeenars SOME DAy I'LL PERSUADE HIM > 


TO JOIN 

AND WATER, BETWEEN THE TWO OF US, WE 
COULD DEFEAT THE FANTASTIC FOUR AND 
HOLD THE ENTIRE 


iS WITH ME/ AUNION OF FIRE 


WORLD IN OUR GRASP/ 


MAN, RIGHT NOW I COULDN'T CARE 

LESS HOW IMPORTANT I AM TO 

REED AND THE OTHERS,’ I JUST 
WANNA, HIT THAT SACKS 


OF THE Day! HMMPH! I 

DIDN'T KNOW THAT MONKEY 
ING AROUND WITH HOT RODS 
COULD BE SO EXHAUSTING/ 


| (sie IN THE MIDDLE 


SISTER, YOU 

DON'T KNOW 

THE HALF OF 
IT! 4 


Bh Leni ORIGINAL 


aw IN ETS FIBHET AGAIN 


oe 
hi rs Rue! YES IT ACTUALLY MAepEneS! 
MONDE 
THE Pouce BRANDED THE At: 


: y HUMAN TORGH Taine ee? 


WITH A SMALL JEWELRY 
STORE ROBBERY, BUT 
THE TORCH AND I 

GOT THERE TOO LATE! 


ANDTHE j=/ 
AMAZING L/ roche! 
T LISTEN! 
piaMonns! J = | 
H 

| 


@uicK! 
HNTO TH! 
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COURSE THE TORCH AND T DIDN'T KNOW THEN THAT WHEN THE CRUMBS WHO PULLED 
RY MOVE WE ROBBERY 4 SAW TORCH 4ND ME 
ARRIVE, THEY GAVE THE GO SIGN 


or 
THE MMIEG WERE REPORTING EW 
MACE WALHIE-TALRIES TO THEIR ORGANIZED 
GROUPS OF DIAMOND THIEVES PLANTED ALL OVER “TO GROUP 5 SOMEWHERE ELSE 
THE CITY, IN TOWN we 
THEY JUST DA! We WiLL 
KEEP GROUPS 
TORCH REACHES NOTIFIED ON THE 
4 ON THE OTHER SIDE OF TORCH'S 
“THE CITY! Ss YOUR MOVEMENTS 
WHEN HE 
p f &, ARRIVES! 


We FOLLOWED THE POLICE BROADCASTS FROM ONE SIDE OF TOWN TO THE OTHER, aND 
BEFORE THE NIGHT WAS OVER WE'D CRISS-CROSSED THE CITY SOMSNY TIMES OND 


FAST THAT WE &LMOST MET OURSELVES ON THE RETURN TRIPS... 


FIGHT JEWELRY STORES WERE ROBBED, AND WHILE THEY WERE LAUGHING TORCH 

AND WE KNEW THAT SOMEWHERE AGANG AND I WERE BURNING WITHOUT HANING 

OF DIAMOND CROOKS WERE RUNNING THEIR OUR FLAME ON, 

FINGERS THRU THE GLITTERING PILE OF 

ROCRS AND LAUGHING AT ME AND THE TORCH! | GEE,TORCH! WE DON'T | avi I KNOW, 
KNOW SNY THING ABOUT } TORO, IS THAT 

THE CROOKS! WHY ARE / THEY'RE & 


xa! TOMORROW WE ) AND WE MUST STEAL 
ye 
TO FIGHT TRICRS 
WITH TRICKS | 


NI Tv 
CONTINDE THE SPY 
i FOR THE 
COMMUNIST 
CAUSE: 


THE FOLLOWING NIGHT, 
THE TORCH AND I WAITED 
FOR THE FIRST ALARM 

TO COME OVER THE 
POLICE RACIO 


JEWELRY STORE 
ROBBERY AT THORN 
AND FLINT STREETS! 


THAT'S IT, 

TORCH FLAME 

OWS LE 
OKAY, TORCH... 
BUT WHY? 


FUAT WAS THE IDEA ALL RIGHT, AND AS SOON ASTHE §J 


SECOND ALARM CAME 
THE COMMIES FELL FOR IT HOOK, IN; TORCH AND L 


LINE ANO SINKER..- BLAZED OFF Like 
TWO SRYROCKETS ... 


SOMEBODY'S IN 


FOR & RED-HOT 
SURPRISE! 


~ ; 
we atcee 
TORS! Ler 
THEM TAINS? 


SO WE CAN SEND THEM 
TOWARD THE FIMAST 
ROBBERY, WHILE WE WAIT 
FOR THE SECOND ALARM ¥ 
TO COME IN! , 


AND WHOEVER SEES THESE 
TWO THINGS STREAKING 

THRU THE SRY WILL THINK 
IT'S YS, HUH? 


400K! SOMETHING MUST 
HOVE GONE WRONG! TORS: 
ANDO TORO APPROACH I 


WE WEREN'T 
WARNED ! QUICK, 
INTO THE CAR! 


TURNED THE CORNER, We 
ZOOMED UP ANO FOLLOWED 
THEM TO THEIR HIDEOUT., 


{ FLAMING FIREBALLS! 
LOOK WHERE THEY'RE GOING! 


FHETORCHANDIMADEOQURUSUAL 
ENTRANCE ANO CAUGHT THE COMMIES THIS WATER } AND THIGFIRE 
WE'D FOLLOWED REPORTING TO THE AN WILL MARE 
PUT OUT i SEE THE 
LIGHT, CRUMMIE! 


80Ss--- 
¥ YOUR FIRE! 


THE HUMAN TORCH 
AND TORO! YOU SAID 
YOu KILLEO THEM, PIG: 


@uT BEFORE WE REALLY COULD GET We MUST'VE BEEN OUT FOR QUITE SOME TIME, 
HOT, ONE OF THE REDSRIS GRASBED BECAUSE WHEN WE CAME TO, THE COMMIES HAD 
A FIRE EXTINGUISHER OFF THE WALL US TIED, BACK TO BACK WITH A COUPLE OF THE OLO 
ANO POURED THE CARGON DIOXIDE LAQIES FROM WHOM THE REOS HAD COMMANDEERED 
THE HOUSE! 
7 = 
THAT'S TO KEEP YOU FROM ANO AFTER THAT, 
THERE'S A BOAT IN 
THE HARGOR 
WAITING TO TARE 
US BACK HOME! 


i/ SIZZLIN’ SPARKS- 
TORCH! OUR FLAMES 
ARE GOING OUT.’ A 

} eS COLLECTION IN THE WORLD 

z FROM THE EXHIBITION HALL. 
IN THE MUSEUM! 


{ AND so ARE 


FHE COMMIES LEFT, BUT THEY —] WE GOT TO THE MUSEUM IN FLAMING 
WOULDN'T _HAVE IF THEY'D KNOWN MINUTES, BUT WHEN WE DID, THE 
THAT THE TORCH WAS SBLE TO POLICE GRABBEO THE TORCH SND 
OL HIS FIRE! ‘J SLAPPED HANDCUFFS ON HIM) 
HOSE You'RE UNDER 
ARREST, TORCH, 
FOR STEALING 
THE DIAMOND 
COLLECTION! 


MUSEUM 
IME? 


in Th 


<| 


SORRY FOR RUINING ) WOOLY N A 
YOUR HANOCUFFS, apt Tak Se On A TORBOAT “ BUCKET 
OFFICER, BUT I'VE ) WEMELTEO THRU THE RO NEAR GECLOE'S ) OF FIRE- 
GOT & BOAT TO THEM! ? $ WATER 
LIRE LAID, TORO. 


THAT GANG 1 FULL 


> P 5 
NOT YET! QUICK. IME DOWN ) NOs WE'LL 
INTO THE STATUE | 7 ong Niven 
OF LIBERTY! LAM SURRENOER 
“ Yi 


FLAMING FIREBALLS! 

THEY'RE CLIMBING OUT ON 

THE STATUE'S STONE ™ 
TARCH! 


